THE COLD WAR MUSEUM PROPOSAL
After World War II, the United States and the Soviet Union were the two super powers in the world. They both had completely different economic and political systems. Because of this a Cold War between the countries (a war without fighting) lasted almost until the 21st century. To reflect upon these many years of Cold War history, I am proposing we build a new museum that offers a chronological display of many of the important events and artifacts spanning this timeframe.

Since this museum will be built in Washington D.C, the heart of the United States, the floor design is being based upon our country’s history. The Cold War spanned nine presidential administrations and so the museum will be built based upon these. The layout of this new Cold War Museum will all take place in a one floor building. The building will be divided into nine wings.  Each wing will depict one of the nine presidential administrations. The layout of these wings will be placed so that a visitor can either start at the beginning of the Cold War events and work their way forward through history, or they can begin at the end of the Cold War and walk or work their way backwards in time.    


The first wing you enter will be the Truman Wing. Truman’s administration spanned the years from 1945 to 1953.  Six major display areas of interest will be featured in this wing:
A. The Truman Doctrine
B. The Berlin Airlift
C. The Marshall Plan
D. NATO
E. Spy vs. Spy
F. The Korean War 

The second wing to the left will be the Eisenhower wing. This wing will span the years between 1953 and1961. It also will have three major centers of interested to visit including displays pertaining to the following: 
A. Brinkmanship and the H-Bomb
B. The Eisenhower Doctrine / Middle East Support
C. The Space Race / The Francis Gary Powers U-2 Flights


Next we come to the Kennedy Wing.  Kennedy was in office from 1961 until his untimely death in 1963. Three important events of this time will be featured with their own displays:
A. The Bay of Pigs
B. The Cuban Missile Crisis
C. The Berlin Wall


The fourth wing of our new museum is entitled the Johnson Wing. This time period of the Cold War spans 1963, when President Johnson took over as president after Kennedy was assassinated, through the year 1969. This wing will focus mostly on The Vietnam War Buildup.  This wing is actually slated to be the smallest of the nine wings. After perusing this display, it is a good place to take a quick break before moving on with the tour of the museum.  We will include a little atrium/snack area adjacent to this wing where visitors can sit and rest for a bit or enjoy a quick snack or drink, as food and drink are strictly prohibited in the nine major wings of the museum. 


After completing the tour of the Johnson Wing, a visitor to our museum will move forward into the Nixon Wing. Nixon’s administration spanned 1969-1973. Six displays will be included in this wing, making it one of the largest in the museum. They include: 

A. The Vietnam War & Bombing of Cambodia
B. The Nixon Doctrine  
C. Keeping the Peace
D. SALT I
E. The China Visit as a part of Détente 
F.  Peace Is At Hand

Walking forward in time, and in history, the visitor now comes to our sixth wing entitled the Ford Wing.   President Ford was in office from 1973 thru 1976. Two areas relating to the Cold War will be on display and will include pertinent information on:
A. The fall of Vietnam
B. Helsinki Accords


Wing number seven will highlight President Carter’s administration. Three major areas of interest pertaining to the Cold War during the time period of 1976 to 1980 will be on display: 
A. Angola
B. The Carter Doctrine 

C. Détente and SALT II Ends  


The next wing in the museum is the Reagan Wing. This wing in the museum will feature four main display areas spanning the years of 1980 to 1988. They include:
A. Star Wars Technology (Strategic Defense Initiative)

B  Central America and the Caribbean
C. The Iran Contra Scandal
D. Operation Cyclone

Our tour through history, and our museum, ends in the Bush Wing. George W. Bush’s administration was in office from 1988 until 1992 and was the last to see the Cold War as this war finally ended during his presidency. Three major display areas will be featured;
A. The Soviet domination of Easter Europe ends

B. The Berlin Wall coming down
C. The Cold War ends

Besides the nine major wings, the museum boasts a fantastic Imax theater, gift shop and food court.  Movies about the Cold War can be seen in the theater. Gifts and trinkets depicting events in history can be purchased in the well- stocked gift shop. And food from all eras will be offered at various restaurants at the food court. 


We hope this new museum will be a great addition to all the historical attractions found in our nation’s capital.  Please reference the attached floor plan layout and this key on our website at www.coldwarmuseum.com.  Please also stay tuned for more updates coming soon.   
